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Presumed site of 0ne of William Wallace’s hidden forts (©FLS by Skyscape survey 2020)
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RESEARCHERS FIND WILLIAM WALLACE’S “HOUSE”

W

ilia Wallace, 13th century “freedom fighter” and his 16 fighting men supposedly used this campsite (or fort) named
“Wallace House” to attack the British in small skirmishes. The site is in Dumfries and Galloway council area.

Forestry & Land Scotland archaeologist, Matt Ritchie, conducted an aerial survey to give us a glimpse of the site (pictured
above). Just think, Wallace and his men occupied this site over 700 years ago!
Some think the fort was the staging ground for plans to capture the Scottish castle of Lochmaben in 1297. The castle held a
strong defensive position high enough to have a clear view of the lands south of the castle.
Historian Michael Brown (University of St. Andrews, Scotland) describes Wallace as a “patriotic hero whose only concern
was the liberty and protection of his fellow Scots.” Wallace was fed up with England’s treatment of Scotland and he rallied
Scotland’s fiercest patriots (Jacobites) to defeat the English at the Battle of Stirling Bridge in 1297. However, that was the
last victory for one of Scotland’s most famous patriots as he was ultimately caught, imprisoned, and executed for his
“crimes against England.”
Because Wallace’s movements were unknown after Stirling, Ritchie’s team took hundreds of pictures and cobbled them
together to form the images into the model above.
It would be fantastic if this fort were actually built by Wallace and his men!

Wallace’s House on an Ordinance Survey First Edition map of the area,
published circa 1857

Several figures prominent in the history of Scottish Independence including
William Wallace, Bonnie Prince Charlie and Mary, Queen of Scots.

J.M. Barrie’s Birthday!

RARE VIEW
The native red squirrel is thought to have a
genetic condition called Leucism which
causes the white coloring and is different
from albinism because it does not affect the
eyes. Despite being relatively common in
grey squirrels, it is rare among the red.
It’s
distinctive
ear tufts and
delicate body
shape and
size clearly
distinguish
this animal
from its nonnative
cousin, the
grey squirrel

Extremely rare white squirrel

Chris Eddington photographed this animal in
his garden through the kitchen window near
Dunkeld.
He said they have a bird feeder and squirrel
feeder in the garden, but he has only seen
one squirrel visiting at a time.
Spending more time at home because of
COVID we have managed to see the red,
grey, and now the Leucistic white as well!

J.M. Barrie (b. 9 May 1860, d. 19 June
1937), one of the most widely read
popular authors – both in the
United Kingdom and United
States- spent his childhood in a
traditional whitewashed weaver’s
cottage in Kirriemuir, Angus,
Scotland. Barrie’s family home is
full of character and provides
visitors with a unique look into
small-town Scotland in the early
20th century.
James, who was the ninth child of
ten born to David Barrie and
Margaret Ogilvy, lived with his
brothers and sisters in two upstairs
“I
have not
yet begun
fight”! weaving
rooms,
while
histofather’s
workshop was downstairs. The
interior of the cottage, with its box
beds, appears just as it would have
in Barrie’s day. The outside wash
house-where Barrie performed his
first play at the age of seven and
which may have provided
inspiration for the Wendy House in
Peter Pan – has also been
preserved.

Photograph of J.M. Barrie, courtesy of
Beinecke Rare Books & Manuscript Library

J. M. Barrie’s birthplace

This special place is cared for by the National Trust for Scotland, along
with a collection of letters and photos that form the archive at J.M. Barrie’s
Birthplace Museum.
Over the years, the property’s
suburban garden had fallen into
disrepair. The National Trust for
Scotland began plans to reinstall the
garden and expand interpretative
possibilities to better serve both local
audiences and international visitors
who come to see where the famed
author was raised.

Barrie’s childhood bedroom

In June 2018, National Trust USA gratefully received a grant from
American donor the Osceola Foundation to support the reinstallation of the
garden. As part of the garden rejuvenation, the Trust commissioned a lifesized sculpture of the crocodile who infamously swallows the hand of
Captain Hook. The crocodile sculpture, Tick-Tock, serves as the
centerpiece of the garden.
We can only surmise that when thinking about “Tinker Bell” Barrie said:
Elliot MacFarlane demonstrates
how to properly prepare Haggis
with “Bob” the sheep.

Tick-Tock, the infamous crocodile from Peter Pan

“When the first baby laughed for the first time, its laugh broke into a thousand pieces, and
they all went skipping about, and that was the beginning of fairies”.

The British sculptor, James Doran-Webb created Tick-Tock entirely out of driftwood. He
lives on the Philippine island of Cebu and plants a new tree on the hills by his home for
every kilo of driftwood he collects!
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VISIT CULLODEN MOOR

CULLODEN MOORE
Actual battlefield of the
last battle fought on
Scottish soil. You can
find stones marking the
clans that fell on that
day scattered across the
field.

LEARN ABOUT THE BATTLE OF CULLODEN AT
THIS HISTORICAL MOORLAND
Culloden Moor was the scene of the battle of Culloden,
which took place on the 16th of April 1746. It was one of
the bloodiest battles in the history of Scotland and the last
battle fought on Scottish soil. It resulted in the death of
over 1,000 Jacobite soldiers. Today, you can explore the
moors and take in its picturesque surroundings. Stay in one
of the luxury estate house hotels or quaint cottages located
in Culloden Moor.

CULLODEN VISITOR CENTER
Here you can view the sixminute film of the battle at its
immersion theatre which was
installed with the help of
$300,000 from Scottish
Heritage USA!

There is also a visitor center with a rooftop terrace
overlooking the battlefield. Here, you can visit its onsite
gallery displaying Jacobite artifacts found in Culloden
Moor, including coins, weapons, and clothes. You can also
watch 6-minute film of the battle at its immersion theatre,
giving you a look into Scotland’s bleak history.

VISITOR CENTER
Interior view of the
center – people
viewing logistics of
the battle on light
table

Culloden Battlefield is located in Inverness and the visitor
center is open daily from 9am to 6pm
The tomb of John Paul Jones in Annapolis

INTERESTING TID-BIT: Samuel Rutherford Crockett, (born 24 September 1859, Little Duchrae,
Balmaghie, Kirkcudgrightshire, GallowayBathgate, —died 16 April 1914, Tarascon, France)
Crockett had extensive publications across a range of journals, magazines and periodicals in the UK and America
and most of his 60+ serial works were subsequently published in novel form through James Clarke and Co, Hodder
& Stoughton, and others. His contemporary, J. M. Barrie had already created a demand for stories in Lowland
Scots, with his sketches of Thrums in the late 1880s. R. L. Stevenson a corresponding friend of both writers,
described the relationship thus: "you are out of doors and Barrie is indoors" in a letter in 1893.
Crockett's breakthrough year occurred in 1894 when T. Fisher Unwin published no fewer than four of his works, The
Raiders, The Lilac Sunbonnet, The PlayActress and Mad Sir Uchtred of the Hills.
Courtesy of Wikipedia
Samuel Rutherford Crockett
John

Blue Cotton Blossom Railroad

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF SCOTTISH HERITAGE?
Scottish Heritage Members sponsor:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

The First Scottish Gaelic Lectureship in the country at UNC Chapel Hill
- funded by Scottish Heritage USA 2017-18 & 2018-19 and 2019-20
Highland Dance and Piping Scholarships
Grants to the National Trust for Scotland for maintaining properties in
Scotland
Grants to The National Trust Foundation in Boston for their work in the
States and in Scotland
Grants to non-profits in the States who promote Scottish Culture
And many more

WE ARE ALSO A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE GMHG CULTURAL VILLAGE!
If you are planning a trip to Scotland, the following benefits are granted to all members of Scottish
Heritage USA
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reciprocal membership to the National Trust for Scotland Foundation, USA
Free Admission to all (over 70) National Trust for Scotland properties
Annual subscription (six issues per year) to “The Highlander” magazine
Annual subscription to the National Trust’s magazine published three times per year
INVITATION to members only reception following the Grandfather Mt Highland
Games AND if you join AT GMHG, the reception is FREE
Discounts on all Scottish Heritage tartan merchandise plus, our Newsletter
Memberships range from $25 to $500 and are well worth the price!

Flowers of the Forest

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
family of:
James A. McDonald – Savannah GA,
July 2019

BEST PLACE TO
LIVE IN
SCOTLAND?
According to
The Telegraph,
it is the Village
of Dundee – a
vibrant creative
hub that is a
UNESCO city
of design.
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SCOTTISH KNOWLEDGE QUIZ
1.

Which famous Scottish writer is buried at Dryburgh Abbey?

2.

When is black bun traditionally served?

3.

What industrialist & philanthropist wrote The Gospel of
Wealth?

4.

Who was the master of Greyfriars Bobby?

5.

Where is the King’s Knot?

6.

Where is John Knox buried?

7.

In which year was the Declaration of Arbroath made?

8.

When did Bonnie Prince Charlie die?

9.

What was the last lighthouse in Scotland to be automated?

10. Where are the highest cliffs in Great Britain?
Bonus: In what state did the Fraziers settle in “Outlander”, and what was
the name of their settlement?

WELCOME NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS
Ahmed Saliha
Cecil Boatright
Cynthia Burke
Linda Catlett
Susan Coult
Valerie Cox
John Ferguson
Mark Hallam
Suzanne Howard
Ian Hughes
Linda Laurin
David MacDonald
Cynthia McAlister
Thomas McDonald
Stuart Parks
Clifford Scott
Virginia Trawick

Steve Atwood
Mary Brace
David Campbell
Deborah Clayton
Linda Cowan
Kathy Davis
Glenn Hall
Dwight Henderson
Scott Howell
Peter Keeley
Sina Linman
Walker MacGregor
Joseph McDermott
Michael McIntyre
William Petrie
Alexander Skalij
Barton Walker

Tap O’ North (from BBC News)
Archaeologists say up to 4,000 people may have lived in more than 800
huts perched high on the Tap O’ North, an ancient hillfort in
Aberdeenshire – one of the largest ever found.

BONUS: North Carolina, Frazier’s Ridge
1. Sir Walter Scott 2. Hogmanay 3. Andrew Carnegie
4. Old Jock Gray 5. Stirling 6. St. Giles Cathedral
7. 1320 8. 1788
9. Fair Isle 10. St. Kilda
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