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nfortunately Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s masterful 1904 “Hill House” is located in the coastal town of Helensburgh,
one of the wettest regions of Scotland. The area averages more than 190 days and 63 inches of rainfall each year. “Hill
House” is made of gray Portland cement rather than a more traditional and hardier substance that can withstand the fierce
weather. As a result, the exterior has started to deteriorate. The National Trust for Scotland manages the structure and describes
the deterioration as “dissolving like an aspirin in a glass of water.”
To dry out the façade, effect repairs and preserve the house for future generations, NTS has placed
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encase the entire structure and protect it from the wet climate. As we reported in our July 2019 newsletter, Scottish Heritage
USA provided a generous grant to the NTS to help pay for this structure.
This porous 8 ton covering contains 32.4 million steel rings, is the largest sheet of chainmail in the world. The uniquely
designed mesh structure is a landmark of sustainability and innovative conservation as a permeable wall to allow the proper
amount of ventilation but still provides protection. The multi-story walkways allow for views of the “Hill House” roof and upper
floors. Follow this link to view a You-Tube tour of the house. https://flip.it/A7Bwh9
Charles Rennie Mackintosh (b. Glasgow 7 June 1868 d. London 10 December 1928) was an unparalleled Scottish architect,
designer, and artist. His work was influential on European design movements such as Art Nouveau and Secessionism and
praised by many modernists. He is among the most prominent figures of the Modern Style (British Art Nouveau Style). “Hill
House” is one of the last complete sites in Scotland that is filled with furnishings and fittings designed by Mackintosh who paid
exquisite attention to detail with every aspect of this property.
Continued next page “Hill House”
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HILL HOUSE (cont’)
Mackintosh worked with the Honeyman & Keppie architectural
practice where he started his first major architectural project, the
Glasgow Herald Building (The Lighthouse) in 1899. In 1904, he
became a partner in Honeyman & Keppie and his name was added to
the Masthead. In 1913, he resigned from HK&M and tried to start his
own practice but was unsuccessful mostly due to planners severely
mauling his work or lack of funds and so in 1923 he abandoned
architecture and concentrated on work as a water-color artist. He died
of tongue and throat cancer in London.
We are grateful to the NTS for protecting and preserving one of
Mackintosh’s masterpieces in “Hill House” and hope when our
members travel to Scotland, they visit this beautiful home.
Charles R. Mackintosh

Article courtesy of Wikipedia Pictures courtesy of NTS and Wikipedia

Interior stairs allowing access to
upper floors and roof

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
According to Reuters,
Ireland will celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day with a parade
through the streets of Dublin
for the first time in three
years.
With the luck o’ the
Irish, the streets of NY will
be celebrating too! Slainte!

Butler Brothers grocery chain

Dublin

MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Betty T. Johnson Betty’s experience spans a wide range of industries from broadcast media to
chemical, banking and automotive including Director of Advertising at NAPA Headquarters in
Atlanta, GA. In 2015, she launched a new concept for the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
called the “Scottish Cultural Village” which promotes education and interest in Scottish culture and
lore. This evert is the first of its kind in the US and has grown exponentially every year since its
inception.
Betty was instrumental in the design, promotion, and production of the City of Dahlonega Tartan
in 2009. She is collaborating with the John C. Campbell Folk School board in Brasstown NC to
design a tartan for its 100th anniversary in 2025. Betty is a graduate of The University of Houston in
Texas with a major in English. She resides with her husband Sam (past president of Clan Gunn Society
of NA) in Dahlonega, GA.
The Rt. Hon. Viscount Dunrossil was born in London and educated at Eton and Oxford. After
joining a British bank, he moved to the US and has lived for over thirty years in San Antonio,
Texas. He is a former chair of the American Financial Services Association and served on its
board for over 20 years. He was also a founding member of the National Installment Lenders
Association. Today, he serves as the Honorary British Consul in San Antonio and is a Director of
the Equitable Growth Fund.
Andrew is closely involved with various organizations dedicated to strengthening the ties
between Scotland and its Diaspora. He serves on the Executive Committee of the Standing Council
of Scottish Chiefs and on the Advisory Board of the Council of Scottish Clans and Associations.
He is an Honorary Patron of the American-Scottish Foundation and a former chair of the Society
of Scottish Armigers, whose President is the Lord Lyon.
Welcome to our new Board Members-next month, we will introduce our newest member!
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RECIPE CORNER
IRISH COFFEE & TWICE-BAKED POTATO CASSEROLE
Since St. Patrick’s Day is this month, we are serving up some Irish recipes. Several places claim to have developed the modern
recipe for Irish Coffee. One version is attributed to a Joe Sheridan, head chef at the restaurant and coffee ship in the Foynes
Airbase Flying Boat Terminal (near present day Shannon Airport) in 1942 or 43 when he added whiskey to the coffee of some
disembarking passengers. Another version is by Stanton Delaplane, a travel writer for the San Francisco Chronicle, maintains
he brought Irish coffee to the US after drinking it at Shannon Airport. Whatever the version, Irish coffee is a pretty good
beverage for St. Patrick’s Day!
Optional toppings: Whipped cream
freshly ground nutmeg, chocolate shavings.
TWICE-BAKED POTATO CASSEROLE INGREDIENTS

We have also added an Irish potato recipe to keep us
sober!
IRISH COFFEE INGREDIENTS

2 ½ Lbs potatoes, peeled and quartered
4 Tbs butter
1 ½ Cups cheddar cheese
OR
1 ½ Cups Swiss cheese grated and divided
¾ Cup milk
½ Cup sour cream
2 Eggs
¾ Cup sliced scallions or green onions
5 Slices crisp bacon Salt & Pepper to taste
DIRECTIONS FOR CASSEROLE

1 cup freshly brewed hot coffee
3 Tbs Irish Whiskey (I like Tullamore Dew)
3 Tbs Irish cream liqueur
2-3 Tbs turbinado sugar (or brown sugar)
DIRECTIONS FOR COFFEE
1. Mix first four ingredients
2. Top with desired garnishes

1. Preheat oven to 350o. Lightly grease shallow 2-Qt baking dish
2. Cook potatoes in salted water for 20-25 minutes, drain and return to
pot.
3. Add butter and mash until smooth
4. Stir in 1 cup of cheese, milk, sour cream, and eggs until blended
5. Add ½ cup scallions and 3 slices of bacon, crumbled
6. Salt & pepper to taste
7. Spoon into prepared baking dish
8. Sprinkle with remaining cheese and 2 slices of bacon, crumbled
9. Bake uncovered for 35-40 minutes until top is lightly golden brown
10. Sprinkle with remaining ¼ cup scallions and serve

Recipe courtesy of evelynathens and photo
courtesy of Wikipedia

IMPRESSIVE SCOTTISH CASTLES
Inveraray

Inveraray Castle the home of the Duke and
Duchess of Argyll on the shores of Loch
Fyne was built in 1533; a striking example of
Gothic Revival architecture. Set in beautiful
gardens, it starred in the 2012 episode of
Downton Abbey as the fictional Duneagle
castle.
Dumbarton Castle has the longest recorded
history of any stronghold in Scotland, dating
back 1,500 years. This mighty fortress was
laid siege by Vikings and was a place of
shelter for Mary, Queen of Scots. There are
stunning views from its White Tower Crag.

Dumbarton
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BLUE RIDGE BRASS, PIPES & DRUMS
In 1985, the Board of Directors of the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games needed musicians for the Games opening
ceremonies and the Sunday worship service. Band members of the Avery County High School stepped forward to help out and
became the Blue-Ridge Brass, Pipes and Drums. Band members were given scholarships for their service.
Today, the Band has changed to an adults-only ensemble,
but inspiring young musicians is still at the core of their
purpose. Monies earned from performances and CD sales
fund scholarships to the North American Academy of Piping
and Drumming.
The Band promotes our Celtic heritage through its
performances of traditional and contemporary Scottish
music. The 20-member group, of which six are original
members, is made up of 13 brass players, 3 drummers, 2
pipers and 2 vocalists.
Since its inception, the Blue-Ridge Brass, Pipes and
Drums has performed all the opening ceremonies at GMHG,
including the virtual one in 2020. Their music has been
presented at the Kirkin of the Tartan at the Washington
National Cathedral, Arlington National Cemetery Memorial
Amphitheater, US Marine Corp Memorial Museum, The
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, and numerous other venues. They have even done a five-concert tour in Scotland!
James Laughridge, one of the original founders, directs the Band still after retiring from 45 years as a band director and
instrumental music instructor. Mr. Laughridge is also the principal composer and arranger for the Band’s repertoire.
Scottish Heritage is a longtime supporter of the Blue-Ridge Brass, Pipes and Drums (and Scottish music in general). If you
would like to help preserve this beautiful heritage, please consider a donation to Scottish Heritage’s scholarship fund. Or you
might buy a CD (or two) and enjoy their music at home. (Contact Scottish Heritage for information on purchasing CD’s).

Or, better still, do both!
SCOTTISH KNOWLEDGE QUIZ
1.

1.

What should you do with a guga?

2.
3.
4.

2.

What is your “thrapple”?

3.

What is a ‘whang o’ kebbuck’ ?

4.

What was a ‘doit’?

.

.

5.

Where is the Brig o’ Doon ?

0.
1.
2.

6.

What is the Skara Brae?

3.

7.

How many kings of Scotland were called Malcolm?

8.

What is the motto of Glasgow University?

9.

Where was most of the work on the book of Kells
thought to have been done?

Skara Brae

Brig o’Doon

4.

5.

10. Which

clan became known as ‘the clan without a
name’?

Bonus: Who was the last of the Celtic Kings of Scotland?

1. Eat it (salted gannet) 2. Your throat 3. A slice of
cheese 4. A coin of small value 5. Ayr 6. A neolithic
stone-built settlement on the Bay of Skaill in the Orkney
archipelago 7. four 8. Via Veritas Vita 9. Iona
10. MacGregor
BONUS: Malcolm III
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