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National Tartan Day 2026: Celebrating a Living Heritage

On April 6, Scottish Heritage USA joins communities across the United States and Canada in celebrating
National Tartan Day—a moment to recognize the enduring influence of Scots and Scottish Americans on our
cultural and civic life. The day commemorates the Declaration of Arbroath of 1320, a landmark affirmation of
liberty whose ideals helped shape American democracy and influenced our own Declaration of Independence
in the United States This is especially resonant here in the US as we celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the
signing of the US Declaration of independence.

Across the country, parades, concerts, lectures, and clan gatherings highlight the traditions that continue to
connect families and communities. For Scottish Heritage USA, the celebration reflects our core mission:
preserving historic places, supporting cultural programs, and strengthening the bonds between Scotland and
North America.

As members and friends don their tartans this April, we honor not only the legacy we inherited but the vibrant,
evolving heritage we carry forward. National Tartan Day reminds us that our shared story continues to grow—
and we are proud to help steward that legacy for future generations.

Here are a few of the many special celebrations of Tartan Day:

National Observance (April 6, 2026)

-Nationwide recognition of the Declaration of Arbroath (1320) and the contributions of Scottish Americans.
Tartan-themed ceremonies hosted by groups such as the American Scottish Foundation in New York
www.americanscottishfoundation.com



https://americanscottishfoundation.com/home/index.html

NYC Tartan Week & National Tartan Week & Parade (New York City)
-April 9 — 12, 2026. Parade: Saturday, April 11, 2026 Highlight: Sam Heughan of Outlander fame announced as
Grand Marshal for the 2026 parade. https:/inyctartanweek.org/events/

National Capital Tartan Day Committee events in Washington, DC and Alexandria, VA
www.nhationalcapitaltartanday.com

Tartan Day South — Highland Games & Celtic Festival
-March 26-29 in Columbia/ Cayce, SC www.tartandaysouth.com

Southern Maryland Celtic Festival
-April 26 in St. Leonard, MD www.cssm.org

Savannah Scottish Games Coming May 2

Savannah, Georgia, USA is a beautiful city to visit in May while attending the 48th Savannah
Scottish Games on May 2nd. Among many things, Savannah is known for large live oak trees
draped in silvery-gray strands of Spanish moss.

Savannah was founded in 1733 by Englishman General James Oglethorpe and is renowned as
America’s first planned city resulting in a scenic, walkable environment. The design is based on
a grid system, each containing central squares that are now surrounded by homes, churches,
and civic buildings. Twenty-two often tree shaded public spaces of the original twenty-four
squares still exist. Savannah is known for its rich history (including being the birthplace of the
Girl Scouts and the book and movie, “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil” a vibrant arts
scene, delicious Southern cuisine, and a reputation for being one of America's most haunted
cities, making it a top destination for history buffs, foodies, and those seeking spooky tales. A
perfect backdrop for Scottish Games!

In January 1736, 177 Scottish Highlanders recruited by Gen. James Oglethorpe founded New
Inverness (later Darien) an hour south of Savannah on the Altamaha River to serve as a military
buffer against Spanish Florida. Led by John Mcintosh Mohr and Hugh Mackay, these settlers
were renowned for their warrior skills, which were crucial in defending the colony. Fort King
George State Historic Site in Mcintosh County, Georgia, is the site of the oldest English fort on
Georgia's coast, built in 1721 as the British Empire's southernmost outpost in North America to
defend against Spanish and French threats. Today, it features a reconstructed colonial outpost
with a blockhouse, barracks, and museum, showcasing the hardships of early soldiers and the
history of the region. This coastal region is a great day trip from Savannah full of beaches, tidal
communities and fresh seafood.

The Savannah Scottish Games on May 2nd is a family friendly festival jam packed with dancing,
music, athletics, and fun for all ages. Held at Bethesda Academy on Ferguson Avenue for the
last 18 years, the Savannah Scottish Games will welcome you with the sound of bagpipes, the
thrill of the caber toss, and the warmth of Highland camaraderie. Bethesda is located
approximately twelve miles east of downtown Savannah. Founded in 1740, it features gorgeous
marshland on the Moon River with the region’s signature majestic live oaks draped in Spanish
moss. A great backdrop for a Highland Games!

Bring a lawn chair and brace yourselves for the ultimate battle of strength on the bonnie fields!
Cheer on sixty heavy athletes throwing heavy things! If that is not enough, competitions include
tug-of-war and the Irish sport of Hurling. Wee lads and lassies are greeted at the front gate with
a Children’s Passport that encourages their visiting all the clan tents while collecting passport
stamps and redeeming for a prize! Imaginations soar as sheep/duck-herding border collies,



https://nyctartanweek.org/events/
https://www.nationalcapitaltartanday.com/
https://tartandaysouth.com/
https://www.cssm.org/

birds of prey exhibits, hockey and living history reenactments perform demonstrations under the
live oaks.

From powerful pipe bands and traditional bands (Seven Nations bringing Celtic rock, and folk
music performances by Scotland’s Colin Grant-Adams, and local favorites- Swamptooth and
Lochlann), you can take in a variety of music and dancing all day long.

Strolling the marketplace is a unique shopping experience. Enjoy local beer and mead—popular
with the Celts and Vikings. Find your new favorite whisky during the whisky seminar & tasting
experience!

Where Lowcountry charm meets Scottish tradition—Daniel Ravenel Sotheby’s International
Realty / Stewart Sells The Lowcountry, is proud to be the Title Sponsor of the Savannah Scottish
Games. Come to the 48th Annual Savannah Scottish Games on May 2nd to experience
Scotland in Savannah! Come for the heritage. Stay for the music. Leave with tired feet and a full
heart!

www.savannahscottishgames.com

Traditional Scottish Broth

Hearty barley soup with lamb or beef with
loads of root veg - perfect for soup lovers
and cold days.

Ingredients:

500g lamb neck or stewing beef
1009 pearl barley

2 carrots (diced)

1 large onion (chopped)

1 turnip (diced)

1 leek (sliced)

1/2 small cabbage, shredded (optional)
6 cups beef stock (or water)
Salt & pepper to taste

Fresh parsley for garnish

Preparation

1. Soak the barley: Rinse pearl barley and soak in cold water for 30 minutes (optional, but speeds
cooking.)

2. Cook the meat: In a large pot, place the meat and cover with stock or water. Bring to a boil, skim off
any foam and simmer for one hour.

3. Add barley and vegetables: Add the drained barley, onion, carrot, turnip and leek. Simmer another
hour.

4. Add cabbage and season: stir in the cabbage (if using,) season with salt and pepper, cook for a final



http://www.savannahscottishgames.com/

15 minutes.

5. Shred meat: Remove bones, shred the meat and return it to the pot. Stir well, serve hot garnished
with parsley.

Recipe and photo from Food.com
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Legendary Scottish Women

March is Women's History Month, an annual observance to highlight the contributions of women to
events in history and contemporary society. There is no shortage of resourceful and courageous
Scottish women.

Flora MacDonald

In 1746, Flora came to the aid of Charles Edward Stuart, populary known

as Bonnie Prince Charlie, who raised the Jacobite rebellion in an attempt to
remove the English King George Il from the British throne and restore the
Scottish Stuart monarchy to power. After his disastrous defeat at the Battle of
Culloden in 1745, Bonnie Prince Charie was relentlessly hunted by British
government forces. They would have caught him if not for MacDonald.
MacDonald was visiting Benbecula, an island off the west coast of Scofland,
when she encountered the prince. Although initially reluctant to help him for
fear of punishment, she decided to smuggle Charles across the sea to Skye
by dressing him up as her maid. The plan worked. Bonnie Prince Charlie was
eventually able to escape to France., but soon afterward, MacDonald was
captured and imprisoned for a year in the Tower of London.

Agnes Randolph

When Patrick de Dunbar, 9th Earl of March, went off to fight during the Second
War of Scottish Independence, his wife, Agnes Randolph—known as Black Ag-
nes—was left in charge of the castle with just a few guards and maids by her
side. William Montagu, 1st Earl of Salisbury, saw this as a chance to take the
castle and, in January 1338, launched a siege with his English forces. Montagu
tried several means with which to gain entry to the castle, including bribing a
guard to leave the gate unlocked. The guard pocketed the money and told his
mistress. Months into the siege, Sir Alexander Ramsay of Dalhousie came to
the castle's aid, sneaking in with 40 men via the sea and pushing the English
back in a surprise attack. In June, Salisbury finally admitted defeat and withdrew
his amy.

Isabella MacDuff

Clan MacDuff held the hereditary right to crown the kings of Scotland. At
the start of the 14th century, two Scots noblemen laid claim to the Scot-
tish throne: Robert the Bruce and John Comyn Ill. In 1306, Rob-

ert accused his rival of treachery and John was killed in the subsequent
fight. In response, John's cousin, also called John Comyn, joined with
the English against the new King Robert. However, his 19-year-old wife,
Isabella MacDuff, defied him by stealing his horses and racing to Scone
to place the crown upon Robert the Bruce's head. MacDuff was cap-
tured just a few months later. King Edward |, a.k.a. Edward Longshanks,
had her imprisoned in a cage that hung from the walls of Berwick Castle
so that “she may be a spectacle and eternal reproach to travelers.”

Welcome New & Renewing Members!

Rex & Stephanie Allen, Douglass, KS * Nancy Brechin, Centerville, GA * Paul Breit, Tinley Park,
IL * Julie Ann Carr, Orwell, OH * Rick & Patricia Crosier, Beatrice, NE * Bryan & Carolyn
Crutcher, Blowing Rock, NC * Michael & Mary Fitz, Fort Worth, TX * Sheena Geiger, Davidson,
NC * Emma Grubler, Wailuku, HI * Catherine Hawks, Upland, CA* R. Neal & Jean

Henson, Kingsport, TN * Craig & Jane Long, Louisville, KY * Elizabeth Lynch, Dobbs Ferry, NY
* Scott & Vivian MacDonell, Clifton Springs, NY * Todd & Renita McDougal, Hendersonville, NC *
James & Jean Nelson, Fargo, ND * Stacy Reid, Jurupa Valley, CA * Eric & Cheryl Smith,
Loveland, CO * Howard & Alyce Stick, Gladwyne, PA * Robert & Esther Strock, Dalton, OH *
Alan & Suzanne Sumner, West Bend, WI * Arthur & Susanne Tenney, Starke, FL * Layton Traver
& Nola Walter, Traver Hudson, WI * Ken Velky, Saint Paul, MN * Steve & Patty Wright, Seaside,
OR * David & Emily Burnside, Hopkins, SC * Charles & Elizabeth Carpenter, La Plata, MD *
Teresa Copper & Mark Black, Jackson Springs, NC * Cecyl Dolgner, San Antonio, TX * Diana
Gabaldon, Phoenix, AZ * Ginger Garner, Greensboro, NC * Thomas Kennedy, Lincoln, NE *




Kevin & Ann McGhee, Merritt Island, FL * Seth & Cherec Morrison, Charlottesville, VA * Bill &

Amber Nanni, Lincoln, AL
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